
John Macathur

The son of

Jack

MacArthur

(an

accomplish

ed preacher

in his own

right), and

fifth cousin

ofU.S.

General

Douglas

MacArthur,

John

MacArthur

attended

Bob Jones University before transferring to

Los Angeles Pacific College (now Azusa

Pacific University). He later obtained his

Masters ofDivinity from Biola University's

Talbot Theological Seminary, in La Mirada,

California. He graduated with honors. From

1964 to 1966, he served as an associate

pastor at Calvary Bible Church, in Burbank,

California and, from 1966 to 1969, as a

faculty representative for Talbot Theological

Seminary. Then, in 1969, he became the third

pastor in the then-short history of the

nondenominational Grace Community

Church of Sun Valley, California.

His daily radio program, Grace to You,

which is now broadcast throughout much of

the world, began as an audio recording

ministry to provide cassettes of his sermons

to church members who were unable to

attend. They were first broadcast in

Baltimore, Maryland, in 1977.

In 1985, MacArthur became the president of

The Master's College (formerly Los Angeles

Baptist College), an accredited, four-year,

liberal arts Christian college; and, in 1986, he

founded The Master's Seminary.

MacArthur also received an

honorary doctorate from Talbot

Theological Seminary and an

honorary doctorate from Grace

Graduate School.

MacArthur describes himself

as a "leaky dispensationalist."

While he holds to a

premillennial and pre-tribulational rapture of the

church and fulfillment of all the covenant

promises made to the Jews at the end of the

tribulation, he rejects some of the classic

dispensational ideas, such as the Law having no

application to the church. Dispensationalism has

been a frequent source of controversy; critics

claim that MacArthur's deviation from Reformed

eschatology has led to an inconsistent Calvinism

or self-contradiction suggesting two people

groups ofGod, two roads to salvation, and the

so-called, "Great parenthesis."[citation needed]

He is also an advocate ofNouthetic Counseling,

which stresses the Bible as a sufficient tool for

counseling people with mental illnesses such as

depression and anxiety. MacArthur rejects

psychological theories and techniques,

considering psychology and psychiatry as

contrary to the Bible.[23] In Our Sufficiency in

Christ: Three deadly influences that undermine

your spiritual life MacArthur criticises "so-called

Christian psychologists and psychiatrists who

testified that the Bible alone does not contain

sufficient help to meet people's deepest personal

and emotional needs," and he claims "Such a

thing as a 'psychological problem' unrelated to

spiritual or physical causes is nonexistent."

Concerning people who consult secular mental

health professionals, MacArthur opines

"Scripture hasn't failed them—they've failed

Scripture."




